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LIU lai-ue, Zoe (Hong Kong, b.1991)

Zoe Liu was born and raised in Hong Kong and currently resides in Honolulu, Hawai’i. Liu graduated with a BFA from
the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, with Outstanding Undergraduate Awards in Drawing and Digital Imaging. She
currently worked as a teaching artist at Honolulu Museum of Art School. Her works have been showcased in Hawai‘i,
Chicago, Portland, Las Vegas, Hong Kong and Singapore. She recently took part in a two-person exhibition Let’'em
Flee (2017) in the Hawaii Pacific University Gallery and also participated in “Art at Large”(2017), Construction
Barricade Mural at University of Hawai‘i at Manoa.

Yet grew up in Hong Kong and received higher education in United States, art gives Liu a different perspective and
allows her to communicate in a visual manner, without the barriers of language. She primarily employs ink,
watercolor, pastel, charcoal and gesso on paper and investigates existential questions, social contradictions, and
education issues. In particular issues about silencing and forced-feeding education style.



Let’em Play Series, 2017-2018

This series is focused on bringing awareness to the public (esp. Asian community) of letting children to explore the
world through play. Playtime is an integrative role for children’s development before they enter their adulthood. When
children play, they solve problems and experience themselves as competent and masterful individuals. Through free
play, children are able to discover and invent solutions to challenges. In this series, | am questioning how we keep that
fun, childlike freedom well and never let age or high-pressure education style extinguish the fire of our inner child?

Watermelon ball in this series represents the innocence, uncompetitive, simplicity moment that we all longing for, it is
why the ball is always the eye catching focus in the artworks. Children are faceless, symbolizing the collective society
where individualism is not fully encouraged. Figures here are soulless-like in grey tones and transparent looks, it is
because of the spirits are suppressed and crushed by the society expectation as well as heavy workloads, but the
hidden pastel child-like colors in the background are giving the hope on foreseeing and promising to bloom once these
children reach the watermelon ball.
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Work process for the series:

The impetuous brushstrokes are purposely created for a more dynamic quality in the paintings. | employ the wet-on-
wet technique with ink, in which ink is applied to a previously administered layer of water. Before applying the ink to
the water, | have to carefully estimate how much ink | need. The value mostly depends on the interaction between
water and ink and the absorption of the paper. This process also requires great patience as | have to carefully apply a
new stroke according to the form of the previous stroke to avoid accidents. Although this process demands a fast way
of working high precision and great patience, it is still full of fun since it embraces unpredictability. The ink just blooms
in unpredictable ways so every painting in the series has its own uniqueness even all of them are created with the
same technique. In the meantime, | have to consider how to apply the pastel to the background and the charcoal for
the figures and their gestures, which add more challenges to the making of the paintings. For the highlights and the
tonal value, | repeatedly apply the additive and reductive method.
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Let them be Kids (Let'em Play Series)
Ink, Charcoal, Pastel, Watercolor on Paper | 76 x 152 cm | 2018
by LIU lai-ue, Zoe Z=)& ¥



Let them be Kids
2.5ft x 5ft, ink,charcoal, pastel,watercolor on paper, 2018

Idea behind this work:

To make the figures appear more dynamic and rhythmic with the brushstrokes, | intermingle
the loose lines and thicker ink strokes on the watercolor background. | maintain the low-value
contrast to attain a harmonious ink layer. The hovering books and paper on the right side of
the image represent children’s liberation from an overload of work and study, a so-called key
to success. The drifting papers create an illusional space and present a more dynamic image.
The brushstrokes and the floating books in loose contour lines and paper act as adornments
to the figures and the watermelon ball. The painting depicts the physical expressions and
emotions of the kids who are running through chaos to pursue their hope and freedom.
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Let’s Break the Hectic (Let'em Play Series)
Ink, Charcoal, Pastel, Watercolor on Paper | 76 x 152 cm | 2018
by LIU lai-ue, Zoe Z=)& ¥




Let’s Break the Hectic
2.5ft x 5ft, ink,charcoal, pastel,watercolor on paper, 2018

Idea behind this work:

This piece captures the moment that a kid kicks the watermelon ball across the playground.
The fluttering composition paper and ink splashes representing hustle and stress inundate
the child-like pastel color meaning innocence and purity in the background. The pink
colored ground represents the kid’s comfort zone. The image depicts a kid going through a
breakthrough, an attempt to break free from the hustle and bustle and step out of his
comfort zone. The kid is brave and bold; he isn’t afraid of being a maverick but finds this
fulfilling instead. The inspiration of this work comes from the recent explosion of interest in
downshifting lifestyle in Hong Kong.
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Play! Play! Play! (Let'em Play Series)
Ink, Charcoal, Pastel, Watercolor on Paper | 76 x 152 cm | 2018
by LIU lai-ue, Zoe Z= ;&



Play! Play! Play!

2.5ft x 5ft, ink,charcoal, pastel,watercolor on paper, 2018

Idea behind this work:

Many Asian fathers work insanely long hours for their families. Therefore, they
unfortunately fail to show love and care to their children. Love of a father contributes much
to the children's development and thus it becomes the core idea of this piece of work. In
this painting, the father and the son are having quality time together. From the father’s
gestures, bowing down to the kid’s level to his physical characteristics, big hands and
muscular body, all of them manifest the image of a loving father, who provides protection
and sense of security. The freezing father and son moment stresses the longing for the
family togetherness.
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For inquiries, please feel free to contact us.

Albert Chung +852 6554 1618
TK Chan +852 5112 9521
Raymond Cheng +852 9275 0028
info.blinkgalleryhk@gmail.com
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